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Introduction 

Foreword from the Chair and Treasurer 

As we entered 2020, just as in 2019, we were full of optimism, hoping to continue our work 

in building on the back of excellent results from the previous year and the hard work and 

dedication of our staff, volunteers and supporters.  However soon we realised that the year 

ahead was likely to be different.  In fact as we wrote this foreword for the last annual 

report we found ourselves in challenging times, in the middle of a lockdown that meant key 

parts of the branch, the cattery and shop, were closed to the public or operating differently 

than before.  We were hopeful that this would not be the situation for the rest of the year, 

however whilst restrictions were lifted or changed during 2020, our normal working 

practices were unable to be reintroduced. 

2020 was truly an unprecedented year.  It was one that none of us expected or could have 

prepared for.  The pandemic and the resulting restrictions had a huge impact on everyone’s 

live.  Businesses of all kinds had to adapt and charities, such as our branch, were no 

different.  We were forced to work in a different way as the cattery had to close to the 

public – which inevitability limited the cats we rehomed.  We were however always there 

to fulfil our objective to ‘promote kindness and to prevent and suppress cruelty to animals’ 

and we are so proud of the work that was done during the year, as reflected in this report. 

The year would have been so much worse with the amazing dedication of our staff and the 

generosity of our supporters.  We thank you all from the bottom of our hearts. 

This year has been difficult for all of us. The coronavirus outbreak has put enormous 

pressure on individuals, families and communities trying to cope with ordinary life under 

extraordinary circumstances.  We hope that 2021 is safe and successful for everyone. 

Finally we would like to, once again, thank our fellow Trustees for their ongoing support, 

help and friendship during 2020.   

We dedicate this annual report to our dear friend Alan, who sadly passed away in July 

2021.  His support and dedication, along with that of his wife Iris, for over 15 years as a 

volunteer and a trustee of the branch is a reflection of the amazing person he was.  Alan 

will be greatly missed by all at the branch and the wider RSPCA family.  Thank you Alan for 

everything, especially the laughter.  

Susan Stoker – Branch Chair  

Lynsey Kendall – Branch Treasurer 
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Alan receiving his long service award 
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Our highlights of the year 

 

  

  

246 cats taken in 225 cats rehomed 
  

  

180 animals neutered 
57 volunteers 

6 members of staff 
  

  

58 Branch Members Total income £170, 836 
  

 

  

https://thenounproject.com/term/cat/227659
https://thenounproject.com/term/home/3281420
https://thenounproject.com/term/cat/227659
https://thenounproject.com/term/people/1188645
https://thenounproject.com/term/membership-card/1679935
https://thenounproject.com/term/pound-sign/450066
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Cattery Manager’s Report  

In 2020, despite the Covid-19 pandemic, we took in 246 cats 

and rehomed 225 cats. One of the cats we took in this year 

was a little black smoke kitten called Blake. He was very poorly 

and needed lots of around the clock medication, not to 

mention frequent milk feeds as he had no mum. He made a 

full recovery and found a home. We rebranded our cattery 

sponsorship scheme with Blake’s name, as he was a reminder 

to us all that despite the world being in a pandemic, the reason 

we keep going is to be there for animals that desperately need 

our help, like little Blake.  

We ran on skeleton staff and no volunteers at the cattery from March 2020 until 

recently and our charity shop closed its doors in March 2020 until April 2021. It was 

a very strange year without our volunteers and we missed them so much. 

Throughout 2020, we kept our social media followers up to date with regular videos 

and updates of the cats. Everyone was incredibly generous when we appealed for 

funds, cat food or cat litter and we can’t thank them enough. 

From June 2019 to June 2021 we had a large prosecution case of 

17 cats in the cattery, most of who were young 

and petrified. They spent 2 years with us, 

including through the pandemic, so the staff 

formed close bonds with them. Since they were 

released by the court for rehoming, they have 

all found new homes. Some of them were so 

nervous of new people that they will take a long 

while to settle, but given time and patience we hope they will be 

very loved and happy after such a hard start to life.   

Coming out of the pandemic we are still going strong and with the ongoing help 

from all of our supporters, we hope the branch to move onwards and upwards in the 

next few years. We want to help as many animals as we can and of course prevent 

cruelty and promote kindness to all animals.   

Thank you everyone for all of your support over this difficult year. We couldn’t have 

got through it without you. 

Becky 

Becky Drake, Deputy Branch Manager (Acting Cattery Manager Aug-Oct 2021) 
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Branch Report 2020 - Inspectorate Group SE6 Kent 

Ashford area

In Ashford and the surrounding 
areas we have rescued animals 
including sheep, and wildlife 
including badgers, snakes, 
buzzards, peacocks, swans and 
ducklings. With the support of 
Ashford branch we have 
collected injured and stray cats 
and provided financial aid to a 
number of domestic animals  
that needed veterinary 
treatment. 
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Finally we would like to say a very big and heartfelt  

THANK YOU to: 

 All our staff 

 All the RSPCA staff who support us 

 All our volunteers 

 All of our donors  

 Everyone who is part of our Cattery Sponsorship Scheme 

 All our suppliers 

 Everyone who has previously attended and continues to attend our 

events 

 Everyone who supported us through the COVID-19 lock-down and 

continues to support us through the ongoing difficult times 

 Everyone who shows their support for us and the RSPCA in any way  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSPCA Kent, Ashford, Tenterden & District Branch, 34 Station Road, Ashford, Kent, 

TN23 1PH 

                                                       01233 646855     

                              branch@rspca-ashforddistrict.org.uk 

                       www.rspca-ashforddistrict.org.uk 
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